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County School Administrators King
Discuss COVID-19, Practices Around
to Prevent Spread of the Disease Town
By Delania Raney
The Weekly News

COOKE COUNTY - This has
been a tough year for everyone
including students and employees of Cooke County Schools.
Almost all local school districts

are coping with COVID-19 cases among students and/or staff.
All districts are reportedly doing
their best to stem transmission of
the coronavirus while maintaining academic standards and new
procedures to keep students on
track.

Local school officials provided
reports via email on the way they
have handled the crisis.
Gainesville
Independent
School District has placed a COVID-19 dashboard on its website
to provide updated information
on the number of students and

Cooke County 4-H Takes on Medal of Honor Paver Project - Members of Cooke County 4-H clubs
recently tackled a project to clean and recolor names on bricks honoring veterans at the Medal of
Honor Park in Gainesville. The pavers were placed at the park in 2014 and some had become difficult to read due to sun exposure and weather conditions. Pictured cleaning the bricks are Red River 4-H Club members Anna Watson, Caitlyn Taylor and Gabe Watson along with County Extension
Agent/4-H Youth and Development Phyllis Griffin.
(The Weekly News Photo)

staff members who have tested
positive, the number of recovered
cases and other relevant information.
As of Monday, October 19, the
district reported three active staff
cases, seven active student cases,
32 cases of students who recovered from coronavirus and 59
students in quarantine.
In addition, GISD Superintendent Dr. Des Stewart noted the
district has implemented safety
precautions to keep students, faculty and staff safe while on school
grounds.
“This includes the placement
of hand sanitizing stations at all
campuses and buildings, daily
temperature checks for all students and staff, routine deep
cleaning and disinfecting, practicing social distancing, the
wearing of masks/shield by faculty and students and the promotion of frequent hand washing throughout the school day,”
Stewart said. “These practices
have yielded great results when
it comes to protecting our faculty, staff and students. We will
continue to adhere to the recommendation of the Center for Disease Control as well as our state
and local health officials.”
Other districts including Era
ISD have had a number of students who had to enter quarantine due to contact with
other individuals who tested
positive.
(Continued on Page 10)

More than 4,000 Voters Have
Participated in Early Voting
By Delania Raney
The Weekly News
GAINESVILLE - So far more
than 4,000 voters have cast ballots
during early voting for the 2020
General Election.
On the first day of early voting
1,115 voters participated compared to 955 for on the first day
of early voting in the 2016 general
election. On the second day of early voting, 980 voters cast ballots.
On the third day of early voting,
994 individuals voted. On Friday,
October 16, which was the fourth
day of early voting, 1,209 voters
cast ballots for a preliminary total

of 4,298 voters.
Early voting began Tuesday,
October 13. The last day for early voting is October 30. Hours
are from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the
Cooke County Courthouse annex
courtroom at 112 South Dixon
Street.
Late hours for early voting are
planned for 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday October 23.
Early voting weekend hours are
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, October
24.
The following are November 3,
2020 polling locations:
Precincts 1, 3, 5, 31 Gainesville Civic Center, 311 S. Weaver

Street.
Precincts 2, 30, 34, 35 First
Christian Church, 401 North
Dixon Street.
Precincts 4, 26, 37 Hillcrest
Church of Christ, 1712 East
O’Neal Street.
Precincts 6, 9 Callisburg Community Center, 92 McDaniel
Street.
Precincts 7, 28 Tabernacle Baptist Church, 305 CR 194.
Precinct 8 Callisburg Elementary School, 648 FM 3164.
Precinct 10 Mountain Springs
Community Center, 173 Mountain Springs Lane.
Precinct 11 Valley View Baptist

Church, 504 North Lee Street.
Precincts 12, 14 Era Community Center, 102 Malone Street.
Precinct 15 Myra Baptist
Church, 218 Bradford Street.
Precinct 17 Muenster VFW, 136
Ash Street.
Precinct 18 First Baptist Church,
121 North Pecan Street.
Precinct 19, 21 Conrad Hall,
431 Ash Street.
Precinct 20, 27 East Side
Church of Nazarene, 1415 South
Radio Hill Road.
Precinct 22 Lake Kiowa Lodge,
905 West Kiowa Drive.
Precinct 33 Moss Lake Fire Station, 160 FM 1201.

Cooke County Oﬃcials Report
Increase in COVID-19 Cases
By Delania Raney
The Weekly News
COOKE COUNTY - Cooke
County officials have reported a
surge in confirmed cases of the
coronavirus according to the
Cooke County Pandemic Information Page.
On Tuesday, October 13, the
number of cases of COVID-19
was 35. As of Friday, October 16,
the number had risen to 72 cases.
In addition to eight reported

deaths due to the virus, there
have been a total of 578 cases
reported since the pandemic began.
Unincorporated areas in the
county have the highest number
of cases with 37 as of October
16. Gainesville has reported 23
cases.
County case numbers by gender
indicate 37 are male. Thirty-five
positive cases are female patients.
Statewide, Harris County leads
Texas in positive coronavirus cas-

es with a total of 153,955. Dallas
County has 89,433 and Tarrant
County has reported 53,629 cases
as of Monday, October 19.
Among the counties which border Cooke, Denton County has
13,547 cases according to data
obtained from the Texas Department of State Health Services online dashboard. Grayson County
has 2,280 cases. Wise County
reported 848 cases. Montague
County has 251 COVID cases.
Love County, Oklahoma has re-

ported 219 cases and one death.
According to Cooke County
officials, individuals with COVID-19 present with a wide range
of symptoms. Symptoms may appear two to 14 days after exposure
to the virus.
Symptoms include fever or
chills, cough, shortness of breath
or difficulty breathing, muscle or
body aches, headaches, new loss
of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting and diarrhea.

by Grice King
Growing up, I was always
fairly apathetic to the political system. I had studied it,
my family always discussed
it and I always was aware of
who was elected to what, but I
never voted until I think I was
in my late 20’s. My dad would
give me a hard time each year
I didn’t! As time has gone on,
I have really started to understand the power that the voter
wields. You definitely see more
direct impact locally, but each
vote matters! And now is the
time to vote! No matter who
you feel would do the better job, what party you favor,
EACH VOTE MATTERS! So
don’t do like I used to do when
I was younger. Take the power
you have and vote in whichever
way you choose. Your opinion
and vote matter! See you at the
polls.
Here is some more of what’s
happening around town this
week.
++++++++
There is a community wide
Trunk or Treat set for October
25 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in
the NCTC main parking lot.
Sponsored by Calvary Baptist
Church, First Baptist Church
of Gainesville and Temple
Baptist. Everyone is invited
so come enjoy the festivities!
Masks are appreciated for safety. Costumes are recommended for fun!
++++++++
Callisburg
Community
Club will have their monthly
meeting and potluck dinner on
Monday, November 2, 2020
at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Building at 92 McDaniel
Street. Following the dinner,
Gainesville VFW Post 1922
Commander
Kertzchmar,
Quarter Master Kretzchmar
and Trustee McCully will perform the POW MIA Remembrance Ceremony followed by
the folding of the American
Flag Ceremony. Visitors are
welcome. For info call 940668-7216.
++++++++
There is a Virtual Job Fair on
Wednesday, October 28 from
3:30 to 6:30 pm targeting the
(Continued on Page 4)
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Staying In and Acting Out
with Butterﬁeld Stage
GAINESVILLE - This
spring, as America went into
lockdown because of the
novel coronavirus, theatre
companies around the country shuttered, but that didn’t
stop people from creating
theatre - far from it. Many
artists may still be stuck at
home but as the saying goes,
“The show must go on!”
Playwrights are finding
ways to adapt existing works
so that they work in different Zoom or live streaming
formats and some playwrights are creating and
licensing brand new works
specifically to be performed
virtually on Zoom, Google
Meet or other video conferencing platforms. Two such
local playwrights are Charlene Ledbetter and Devon
Hacker.
Hailing from Muenster,
Devon Hacker has been
involved with Butterfield
Stage Players since 2015
when he was cast in the ensemble of Bye Bye Birdie. “I
had heard from a friend that
they needed guys, so I went
to the audition.”
Charlene
moved
to
Gainesville from McKinney in 2016. She says, “We
were driving around one
day and we saw the theatre.
My husband said “Hey! You
wanted to get re-involved
with theatre…” and so I
auditioned for Rumors and
got cast! Since then I have
been involved in different
capacities; actor, director,
technical director and now
playwright.”
When asked how they
met, Devon gave a brief retort that I think perfectly
sums up their dynamic and
their sense of humor. “We
worked together on Sweet
Charity and she yelled at
me to be louder, then we
worked together on California Suite and she yelled
at me for turning the lights
on too early, so it just started with a lot of yelling and
she’s been yelling at me ever
since.”
All jokes aside, they got
to know each other when
Charlene was directing a
play called Greetings at Garage Door Theatre in Pilot
Point. “After my fourth
lead actor quit on me, I was
given Devon’s name from a
mutual friend. Luckily, he
agreed to do the show and
throughout the rehearsal
process we just got to know
each other really well. We
had quite a lot in common
and that’s when I discovered that he also had an
artistic side, so when I directed The Creature Creeps
at Butterfield, I asked him
if he wanted to help with
set design. We’ve been collaborating ever since.”
Now, together, they have
created Staying In, a theatrical piece set in and filmed
over Zoom. They describe it
thus, “In the grip of a worldwide pandemic, The Margarine Valley Players, a small
town community theatre,
knows the show must go on!
This show-within-a-show
pays homage to the classic
farce, featuring a board of
directors bravely producing
an original, online show to
keep their theatre relevant
and thriving, despite the
obstacles. Five episodes take
us from the birth of the idea

to the final performance,
with much hilarity along the
way.”
Charlene says that she got
the idea when she watched
the 30 Rock Virtual Reunion Special. “I saw that
and thought, we could do
that…we just need a show.
Devon and I had been talking about writing something together for a while,
so I called him up and we
just started brainstorming.
That brainstorming session

the entire actor; their mannerisms & how they use
their body. “All we had was
a close up of their face. I
think that probably made
it more difficult for the actors too because whereas in
theatre you need to be big,
in order to fill up the entire
space, for these auditions,
you needed to be subtler,
because the camera can pick
up much smaller expressions.”
How have rehearsals been

we don’t want to give away
too much just yet.” So keep
your eyes peeled for future
Hackbetter Productions and
when they win their first
Tony Award, you can say
that you saw them get their
start at Butterfield Stage in
Gainesville, Texas!
Staying In features Amy
Brennan, Jessica DeMent,
James Dietz, Mary Jo Dollar, Pam Evans, Perry
Goodwyn, Courtney Kelley, Nikki King, Megan

Confused about Medicare?
I have the answers to your quesƟons. Don’t
trust your coverage to a sales person on the
phone. Local personalized service!
Full line of Medicare Products

Senior BeneĮts Consultant

Jodi Finkenbinder Gainesville, TX 903.814.4096

INTERNAL MEDICINE
CLINIC
Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi¿ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100

715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville
Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

we came up with 5 different
ideas, and the first one we
decided to expand upon was
Staying In.”
When asked about the
writing process, both Charlene and Devon said that
while both of them focused
on different aspects of the
script, the overall process
was extremely collaborative,
“Sometimes I’d have a funny
idea but wouldn’t really have
a place for that idea in the
section I was writing, so I’d
tell Charlene about it and
then she’d be able to use it
in the section she was writing. So although we both
focused on different sections
of the script, you can see aspects of both of us throughout the entire thing.”
Charlene said at first, they
weren’t sure what the reaction would be to the show,
“Butterfield agreed to do the
show, but Devon and I were
prepared to play all the parts
because we didn’t know if
anyone would even be interested. Ultimately, we had to
add a third day of auditions
because we had so many
people sign up. It made us
realize that people are wanting to act. It’s a case of the
proverbial ‘If you write it,
they will come.’”
All of the auditions were
held over Zoom, so it was
different from a regular audition at which you can see

going? “It’s been fun. Learning what you can and can’t
do on Zoom is interesting
and seeing these characters we wrote come alive is
incredible. Yeah, we wrote
them, but the actors are
asking questions we never
even thought of. They truly
have brought these characters to life in ways we
never imagined. In fact,
part of our marketing strategy came about because we
were seeing the incredible
work these folks were doing
and we wanted to capture
some of their characters for
short commercials that we
could post on the website
and social media. It’s been
so much fun filming them
and we really think that the
community will get a kick
out of them too!”
Charlene and Devon have
had such a great time writing this show and working together that they even
started their own production company: Hackbetter
Productions (a portmanteau
of their last names).
So, what’s next for Hackbetter Productions? Well,
that is something that
they’re keeping under their
hats…for now! “We’ve really enjoyed this process and
so, yes, we have definitely
discussed some other ideas
and have started bringing a
few other projects to life but

Krebs, Christian Martinez,
John Moragues, McKenna
Proffer, Shannon Rivoire,
Charles Robnett & Alfred
Weser and is produced by
special arrangement with
Hackbetter Productions.
Staying In is coming to
YOUR HOME! ANYWHERE! ANYTIME! Beginning at 7:00pm on November 1, until midnight on
November 14, 2020! Tickets can be purchased anytime online for this show, at
www.butterfieldstage.org at
only $15.00 for your ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD! SO
PACK ‘EM IN!
Butterfield is a non-profit
organization under provisions of section 501-C3 of
the Internal Revenue Code.
Follow us on Facebook &
Instagram.
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Mary Ruth Switzer
Fowler
Services
Mary Ruth Switzer Fowler passed away Saturday
September 26, 2020 at the
Countryside Nursing Home
in Pilot Point Denton
County, Texas.
Graveside services will
be Saturday October 24th
2020 at Roselawn Memorial Park in Denton Texas at
3:30 PM.
History
Mary was born on September 12, 1930 in Denton,
Texas to Pete and Mary Allene Switzer.
She was married to Calvin Dewey “CD” Fowler
who passed away in 1973.
She resided at Lake Kiowa
since 1980 until she was
moved into a nursing home
in 2010.
Mary was a hoot! She
could make friends at the
drop of hat. Just like Will
Rodgers she never met anyone she didn’t like. She was
a crusty old gal that took
flak off no one. She worked
as a florist from 1968 until she “retired” when she
moved to Lake Kiowa. She
couldn’t officially sell her
arrangements at the lake so
she decided to give them
away to those who wanted
her to prepare an arrangement. All they needed to do
was to buy the supplies she
needed. Mary loved flowers and birds. She had her
brother make a bird feeder
that was 8’ x 12’ with a regular roof and open on all 4
sides. She dearly loved hummingbirds and usually had
12 to 24 birds at any time.
She made a real “flower bed”
with an old wrought iron
bed frame she buried the
legs in a raised bed area and
planted inside and around
the outside with all types of
flowering plants. The ‘bed’
bloomed out nicely in the
spring and several photos
were submitted to a Texas
magazine. They liked the
concept so well they asked
for permission to feature it
in one of their bi-monthly
publications.
Mary would dress up in a
semi-clown’s costume during the Christmas season
and try to bring a little joy
to the young adults in the
Gainesville State School.
By all accounts she was a
success with the kids there.
She was invited back several
times.
Survivors
She is survived by one son
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Eddie Paul Erwin and his
wife Brenda Kay Erwin.
She had 5 grandchildren,
Butch “JR” Elrod, Mike Erwin, Russell Elrod, Donald
Elrod and Jennifer Ingham.
She also had multiple great
grandchildren and one great
great grandchild due in November.
Mary had three siblings.
The eldest was Geraldine
Briggs, Mary was the second oldest, EW “Bill” Switzer and Johnny Switzer and
many nieces and nephews.
You may sign the online
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Marynel Patterson
Services
Marynel Patterson of
Cambridge Shores, Pottsboro, Texas, passed on October 9, 2020 in Texoma Medical Center, Denison, Texas.
Services will be Wednesday,
October 21, 2020 at 6:00
PM with visitation following at the Geo. J. Carroll &
Son Funeral Home.
History
She was born on July
31, 1937 in Dallas, Texas
to Thurman and Virginia
Weaver. She graduated from
Pleasant Grove High School
in 1955. Shortly after graduating, she decided to move
to Arizona. There she started
her career as a secretary to
School Administrators. After the death of her mother
she decided she wanted
to be closer to her sister,
and this decision brought
her to Gainesville, Texas.
She worked for the Cooke
County Special Education
Department as a secretary.
In 1985 she married Dean
Patterson which started
their 35 years of marriage.
She joined Dean in helping
with his hobby, Gainesville
Swing Orchestra. They decided to retire in 2001 and
moved to Cambridge Shores
on Lake Texoma. There they
enjoyed their over 19 years
of retirement.
Marynel was preceded in
death by her parents, sister,
Nina, mother-in-law, two
brother-in-laws, and two
nephews.
Survivors
She is survived by her
husband Dean Patterson,
brother-in-law, Jim Gordon,
and many friends who will
greatly miss her.
Donations
In lieu of flowers, Mary-

nel would prefer donations
to Noah’s Ark. She loved her
pets, which were rescues.
You may sign the online
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Loretta Droll
Felderhoff
Services
Loretta Ann Droll Felderhoff died on October 14,
2020 at her home.
Mass of Christian Burial
at 10 am on October 19,
2020 celebrating the life
of Loretta at Sacred Heart
Church in Muenster, Texas
with interment at Sacred
Heart Cemetery.
History
She was the daughter of
the late Dorine Halamicek
and Henry (Red) Droll. She
was born September 12,
1941, in San Angelo Texas.
Her family lived in Rowena,
Texas and then in Pecos,
Texas. She was a 1959 graduate of Pecos High School.
After graduating from Loretto Heights College in
Denver, Colorado with a
Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in mathematics, Loretta worked as a computer
programmer for American
Telephone and Telegraph
Company in Mt. Kisco, NY.
She then worked for International Business Machines
as a systems analyst. Her
positions as analyst and programmer took her to Dallas,
Texas, Chicago, Illinois, and
Houston, Texas as well as
Toronto Canada.
In 1972, she married
August (Gus) Felderhoff
at Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Dallas. They
have made their home in
Muenster since.
Loretta was active in the
Muenster Garden Club serving as second vice president
and as coordinator for youth
activities including the Junior Garden Club. Memberships also included the
Muenster Home Demonstration Club and she was
one of the original members
of the Beta Kappa Chapter of
Epsilon Sigma Alpha. She is
a lifetime member of Epsilon
Sigma Alpha. The Girl Scout
program was reintroduced in
Muenster and Loretta was
a troop leader for three age
levels-brownie, girl scout,
and senior scout. She served
as Service Unit Director and
on the board of directors of
the Cross Timbers Girl Scout

Council.
As her children grew, Loretta was instrumental in
initiating the Muenster Soccer League and then participated on the board of directors of the Cooke County
Soccer League.
In 1982, Loretta was the
first director of the Young
Children’s Learning Center, which was to become
Sacred Heart Montessori
Preschool.
She was a teacher of
computer science at Sacred
Heart High School with her
classes including all grade
levels as well as adult classes.
In 1989, she became the
Business Administrator of
Sacred Heart Church and
School retiring from that
position in 1999.
Loretta was a Dame
Commander in the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.
Survivors
She is survived by her son
and daughter-in-law-August
Henry and Britt Felderhoff
and granddaughter Olivia of Scottsdale, Arizona,
daughter and son-in-lawJulia Marie and Steve Behr,
grandson Jack, and granddaughter Abby of Coppell,
Texas, daughter and sonin-law Vanessa and Dennis
Smith of Belding, Michigan,
son and daughter-in-law
James and Ashley Felderhoff
of Muenster, Texas, grandchildren Crystal Randolph,
and Dennis Jr. and Breanna
Smith and great-grandchildren Brycen, Parker, and
Bailey Mae of Rockford,
Michigan and one brother
Gary Droll of Gainesville,
Texas. She is also survived
by numerous cousins and
nieces and nephews.
Loretta was preceded in
death by her husband August Felderhoff of Muenster,
her parents, three brothers, Henry Droll Jr., John
Droll and an unnamed baby
boy Droll, and sister-in-law
Margaret Droll.
Services held: Rosary and
Vigil at 6pm on October
18, 2020 at Sacred Heart
Church.
Donations
Memorials may be sent
in lieu of flowers to Subiaco
Abbey, Subiaco, Arkansas
or Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem-Southwestern Lieutenancy, 2001 Kirby Drive,
Suite 902, Houston TX
77019.

Frederick Charles
“Chuck” Barr
Services
Graveside service for
Frederick Charles ‘Chuck’
Barr, age 88, of Saint Jo will
be held at 12:00 Noon on
Saturday, October 17, 2020
at Center Point Cemetery
in Saint Jo. Funeral services
were held Saturday, October
17 at Geo. J. Carroll & Son
Funeral Home followed by
burial at Fairview Cemetery
where he will rest for eternity next to Marilyn.
History
Chuck was born on February 29, 1932 in Cleve-

land, Ohio to Charles and
Wilma (Ferguson) Barr. Mr.
Barr passed away on Sunday,
October 11, 2020.
Survivors
Chuck is survived by wife:
Phyllis Louise (Pedigo) Barr
of Saint Jo; daughters: Chris
and husband Matt Freeman
of Austin and Constance and
Vince Nichols of Pottsboro;
son: Charles Barr of Austin
and Kenny and wife Alethea
Barr of Saint Jo; grandchildren: Ryan Loewe, Anna
Loewe, Zach Freeman, Kai
Freeman, and Keaton Barr;
and great grandson: Declan
McDermott.
Donations
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made directly
to Mrs. Phyllis Barr at 6111
Oliver Loving Trail, Austin,
Texas 78749.

Robert Joseph
La Salle
Services
Robert Joseph LaSalle, 82,
passed away peacefully in his
home on October 14, 2020
after a long battle with
Congestive Heart Failure.
History
Bob was born October
27, 1938 in New York City,
NY. He served his country
in the US Army then married Marilyn (Wordsman)
LaSalle in Glen Cove, NY
where they raised their sons,
Robert E. LaSalle, Timothy
LaSalle, Bradley LaSalle and
Steven LaSalle until 1977
when Bob packed up the
boys and the family cat and
moved to Texas. As a transplanted Texan, Bob and the
boys lived in Richardson
until he moved them to the
wide open spaces of Nocona,
Tx, then Lindsay, Tx, eventually settling in Gainesville,
Tx where he lived out the
rest of his life.
Bob was a hard working,
frugal man who gave generously to his family. After
he retired from Xerox he
worked for FEMA to “stay
busy”. Bob gave the best advice and told the best stories
about his adventures in New
York. He worked hard all his
life because there was nothing more important to him
than his family.
Survivors
Bob was preceded in
death by his parents, Abraham & Margaret Lang, his
wife Marilyn, his son Robert E. LaSalle, and several
siblings. He is survived by
his sons Timothy, Steven,
Bradley, daughter in law
Becky LaSalle (Robert), and
grandchildren Melissa LaSalle, Robert (Bobby) Miller-LaSalle and wife Jessica,
Emily LaSalle, Steven John
LaSalle and wife Courtney,
Shawn LaSalle and wife Ali,
Carlene LaSalle, Michelle
LaSalle, Sabrina Villalva,
Bradly LaSalle II, Nathan
LaSalle, Bryan LaSalle, and
JoAnna LaSalle. He is also
survived by17 great grandchildren. He will be lovingly remembered by his
grandchildren and great
grandchildren as Papa Bob.
His grandchildren and great
grandchildren brought him

TO LISTEN TO

endless joy in life. He will be
missed by all who knew and
loved him.
Donations
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking that you make
a memorial donation to
Home Hospice of Cooke
County in Bob’s name.
You may sign the online
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Freddy Ray
Hildebrandt
Services
Freddy Ray Hildebrandt,
89, of Gainesville, Texas was
called to his eternal home on
October 10, 2020. Cremation arrangements are under
the direction of Meador Funeral Home of Whitesboro.
History
Freddy was born on June
5, 1931 in Enid, Oklahoma
to Fred and Irene (Peckham)
Hildebrandt. He married
Heasuk Park on October 8,
1957 in Seoul, Korea and
they were married for 60
years prior to her passing
in 2017. Freddy loved the
outdoors, he loved going
outside to smoke a cigar and
to watch the birds.
Survivors
He is survived by his son,
Neal Hildebrandt and his
wife, Michelle of Gainesville; daughter, Sue Ellen
Neal and husband, David of
New Jersey; grandchildren,
Samantha Neal and John
Neal; and brother, David
Hildebrandt and wife, Linda June of Broken Arrow.
Freddy was preceded in
death by his wife, Heasuk
Hildebrandt, parents, Fred
and Irene Hildebrandt,
brother, Jack Hildebrandt,
and sister-in-law, Mary Hildebrandt.
To sign the online registry,
please go to www.meadorfuneral.com.

Rodney Balthrop
Services
Funeral services for Rodney Lynn Balthrop, 74, of
Rosston, are scheduled for
10:00 AM on Thursday,
October 15, 2020 at Geo.
J. Carroll & Son Funeral
Home with Rev. Larry
Kremling officiating. Interment will follow at Rosston
Cemetery. The family will
receive friends on Wednesday, October 14 from 6:00
to 8:00 PM at the funeral
home.
Mr. Balthrop passed away
October 12, 2020 in Lewisville.
History
Rodney was born February 12, 1946 in Muenster
to Welton and Gladys (Durham) Balthrop. He was
raised in Rosston and had
a long career with AMPI
in Muenster, working in
manufacturing and maintenance. A skilled mechanic,
Mr. Balthrop was always
tinkering on a car, truck, or
piece of small-engine equipment. He enjoyed being
outdoors, whether it was
hunting, fishing, gardening,
or running his smoker.
Survivors
Survivors include: daughter Karen Dennis and husband Brady of Valley View;
grandson Rodney Dennis
and wife Mia of Gainesville;
great-grandchildren:
Ripleigh and Rockale; brother
James Balthrop and wife
Billie of Myra; sister Sybil
Upchurch and husband Bud
of Mesa, AZ; sister Sandra
Lehman of Iowa Park; and
numerous nieces, nephews,
and cousins.
Mr. Balthrop was preceded in death by: wife Carolyn
Mae Balthrop; both parents;
brothers: Jerry, Dwayne,
and Kenneth; and sister
Anna Kirk.
Donations
Memorial contributions
may be made to: Rosston
Volunteer Fire Department
or Rosston Cemetery Association.
You may sign the online
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Gainesville Police Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gainesville Police Department
received the following incident reports.
Michelle A. Angus reported theft less than $750
in the 1500 block of Broadway.
Anel Liberto reported
theft under $100 in the 600
block of Lindsay Street.
Brittany Hill Apartment
representative
reported
burglary of a building in
the 1600 block of West
California Street.

Possession of a controlled
substance less one gram was
reported in the 500 block
of Schopmeyer Street.
Fairfield Inn and Suites
representative
reported
theft less than $750 in the
1300 block of North I-35.
Robert W. Martinson
reported criminal mischief
in the 2400 block of East
Highway 82.
Scivally’s representative
reported forgery in the
2800 block of East Highway 82.

Kimberly A. Cook reported theft in the 1400
block of Old Sivells Bend
Road.
Kelli L. Sorrell reported
criminal mischief in the
800 block of East Pecan
Street.
Sandy J. Benavidez reported theft in the 1100
block of North Grand Avenue.
Peggy W. Foster reported
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle in the 700 block
of South Morris Street.

Locals Making a Difference - During Breast Cancer Awareness month, it’s
appropriate to recognize a local group that makes a difference for breast cancer survivors. The Made With Love group at Cynthia’s Corner has made free
prostheses since 2016. Since becoming a provider for the Knitted Knockers
Foundation in 2017, these volunteers have made them for over 1,100 women.
Most recipients are in Texas but recently Made With Love has “adopted” Ohio
as well. Now with COVID-19 guidelines, they work in groups of two or three,
or knit at home and mail their Knockers in. How can you help? First, if you knit
or crochet you can make Knockers. Get a pattern and yarn list at Cynthia’s
Corner, or on the foundation’s website, www.knittedknockers.org. Knitting and
crocheting not your cup of tea? You can make a donation to the Foundation or to Cynthia’s Corner, 201 North Commerce.
(Courtesy Photo)

Domestic Violence
Awareness 2020
Special from Virginia
Johnson, Abigail’s Arms
Executive Director
“Domestic
Violence
Awareness Month is upon
us again. While we have
been in this community
for almost 38 years, 2020
has certainly been one of
our most unusual years.
Throughout the years Abigail’s Arms has strived to be
a stable, consistent source
of support to the residents
of Cooke County. Only
because of the gracious
generosity of the people of
Cooke County are we able
to continue to be the calm
in the storm for so many
victims of violence. During
this past year you, our com-

munity, have stepped up
to help in many ways and
it has made our job doable
during trying times.
“We have some exciting
news to share. As we have
grown and added additional services to our agency
we came to realize that our
Child Advocacy Center, Prevention Services and NonResidential Service staff
needed additional space. We
have been offered a wonderful opportunity to move
these programs into an expanded space that will allow for continued growth of
our agency. Our Residential
staff will continue to provide
safety and housing at our
current location for clients
who are fleeing violence and

needing a secure place to recover. In our new location,
we will continue to provideservices to families that will
include, but are not limited,
to case management, counseling, life skillstraining,
child focused support, and
prevention education.
“We look forward to inviting you, our partners,
to an open house as we get
settled in later this year.
“Thank you, from all
of us at Abigail’s Arms, to
the caring people who have
supported us in our endeavor to bring hope and
healing to the victims of
crime in Cooke County,”
said Virginia Johnson, Executive Director of Abigail’s
Arms.

Ahorra dinero
y permanece
seguro
Home • Auto • Commercial
216 W. Pecan St. | Gainesville, TX 76240
Grice@KingGroup.us
Of¿ce 940.612.1300 | Fax 940.665.2162

Brittany N. Smith reported theft of property in
the 700 block of Lindsay
Street.
Jose L. Delossantos reported theft of a motor
vehicle in the 700 block of
West California Street.
Kelly N. Clancy reported
burglary of a vehicle in the
1100 block of East Highway 82.
Cecilia D. Pence reported harassment in the 3700
block of North I-35.
Possession of a controlled
substance less than four
grams, possession of marijuana less than two ounces
was reported in the 2100
block of North I-35.
Julie A. Dibley reported
credit/debit card abuse in
the 700 block of North
Clements Street.
Crystal J. Angel reported
theft of property less than
$30,000 in the 1000 block
of North Commerce Street.
Francisco Z. Bautista reported criminal trespass in
the 400 block of Red River
Street.
Christopher J. Cline,
Luis R. Pedoza, Kelly A.
Wagley reported burglary
of a motor vehicle in the
1700 block of North I-35.
Martin L. Grissom reported theft less than $100
in the 700 block of Line
Drive.
Colton G. Lang reported
theft of a firearm in the 700
block of Melody Lane.
Possession of a controlled
substance less than one
gram was reported in the
2000 block of North I-35.
Adam W. Fangman reported burglary of a motor
vehicle in the 400 block of
Holly Lane.

Arrest Log
Jeffrey C. Green, 44, felony warrant.
Tabatha A. Barron, 35,
felony warrant arrest.
Gilbert M. Hilburn, 36,
warrant arrest.
Brandon L. Castellanos,
26, warrant arrest.
Walter A. Foster, 29, unauthorized use of motor vehicle.
Kristi D. Bowers, 40,
warrant arrest.
Health L. Davis, 44,
driving while intoxicated.
Ivan Barrientos, 20,
evading arrest/ detention,
public intoxication, misdemeanor warrant.
Jonathan A. Ochoa Martinez, 20, evading arrest/
detention, public intoxication, misdemeanor warrant.
Undisclosed 16-year-old,
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Hailee B. Hubbard, 18,
public intoxication.
Carlos E. Aguero, 27,
driving while intoxicated,
open container.

Krist M. Agosto, 24,
warrant arrest.

King
Around
Town
by Grice King
(Continued from Page 1)
following NCTC programs: Welding, HVAC,
Industrial
Mechanics,
Engineering Technology,
Machining,
Criminal
Justice and Cosmetology. Sign up today! App.
joinhandshake.com/
career_fairs/20287/employer_preview.
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Cooke County Sheriﬀ
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – The
following incidents were
reported to the Cooke
County Sheriff’s Office.
Matthew Wayne Hammond reported theft of
property less than $30,000
at the northwest corner of
Highway 82 and FM 678.
Jose
Franco-Escalante
reported criminal trespass
in the 200 block of Green
Meadow Drive.
Anne Benita Summers
reported burglary of a
building in the 40 block of
County Road 319.
Possession of a controlled substance less than
one gram was reported.

Larry Arnold Tipps reported forgery financial instrument in the 600 block
of County Road 240.
Possession of a controlled substance less than
one gram was reported in
the 300 block of County
Road 451.
Outdoor burning was reported in the 100 block of
North Sears Street.
Taylor Michelle Wilson
reported burglary of habitation in the 700 block of
Rocky Ridge Flatts.
Possession of a controlled substance less than
one gram was reported in
the 2000 block of FM 678.

William Joseph Felderhoff reported fraudulent
use/possession or identifying information in the
1900 block of County
Road 327.
Arrest Log
Brandi Lynn Harvey, 42,
safety belt required.
Juan Manuel Jaimes, 32,
public intoxication.
Brady Landon James,
40, assault family violence
with prior conviction.
Mario Alexis Duran, 20,
driving while license invalid, failure to maintain
financial
responsibility,
failure to appear, disor-

derly conduct-urinating,
minor in consumption of
alcohol.
Margaret Francis Stogner, 24, public intoxication.
Anthony Dale Straughn,
Jr, 37, possession of marijuana less than two ounces,
possession of a controlled
substance less than one
gram and prohibited substance in a correctional facility.
Sharay Denise Robinson,
33, assault family violence
with prior conviction.
Tiffany Leanne Dewey,
31, possession of a controlled substance less than
one gram, failure to appear.

Former
NTMC
Employee
DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER Indicted for Bank Fraud
1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Shirts $2.49
Dry Cleaning $3.29
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.
Jeans $4.79
Cowboy Starched.
Comforters $26.99
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.79.

Down Comforters $35.95.

Always Military, Police and
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!
www.drycleansupercenter.com
Prices Valid thru October 31, 2020.

GAINESVILLE - A former
North Texas Medical Center employee was indicted
in June on one count related to bank fraud, a grand
jury indictment in the
United States Eastern District Sherman Division.
Kristine Lynch, who according to her Linked In
profile, was a director of
accounting at the hospital,
was employed with the facility from approximately
May 2006 to August 2017.
As an NTMC employee
she was authorized to issue checks on behalf of
NTMC to replenish the
automated teller machine.
According to the indictment, beginning around
June 2014, Lynch reportedly deviated from established procedures and procured multiple checks for
her own use.
Lynch would print
checks or request to have
checks printed for the supposed purpose of replenishing the ATM at NTMC.
The indictment states
Lynch would sometimes
have another employee
print checks or request
the checks be printed.
Lynch would then take the
fraudulent checks or have
another employee take the
fraudulent checks to Chase
Bank where the NTMC
account originated.
She or another employee at her direction then
cashed the checks and
funds from the fraudulent
checks or “a vast majority
of them” were not placed
in the ATM machine but
were taken by Lynch for
her own personal use, the
indictment stated.
The indictment also indicated a notice of intention to seek criminal forfeiture of the property Lynch
may have derived directly

or indirectly related to the
commission of the offense
charged in the indictment.

All proceeds are subject
to forfeiture by the government.

The indictment is signed
by United States Attorney
Stephen J. Cox.

235th District Court
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – The
following cases were filed
and decided in the 235th
District Court.

Tonya M. Facteau vs.
James W. Facteau, divorce.
Sarah Murphy vs. Vincent
Murphy, divorce.

Cases Filed
Jamie Lynn Zaal vs. Chase
Anthony Zaal, divorce.
Rachel Graves vs. Terrance Graves, divorce.

Cases Decided
Cooke County et al vs.
James Henry Jackson, et al,
default judgements, tax cases.

Cynthia L. Huddleston
vs. Jason Huddleston, agree
judgements, divorce.
Cesar Huerta vs. Norma
Elizabeth Chavez, agreed
judgements, divorce.
Joshua Keith Johnson
vs. Sue Lyn Johnson,
agreed judgements, divorce.

Sentences Issued for
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – The
following sentences were issued for felony indictments
and filed in the 235th District Court.
Christopher
William
Rheaume, 34, was convicted
of the March 29, 2019 third
degree felony offense of possession of a controlled substance less than four grams
and was sentenced to five
years’ probation deferred, a
$250 fine and court costs.
Rheaume was also convicted
of the March 29, 2019 state
jail felony offense of possession of a controlled substance less than one gram
and was sentenced to five
years’ probation deferred,
a $250 fine plus restitution
and court costs.
Dezmond Raekwon Tyrell
Johnson, 23, was convicted
of the September 29, 2019
state jail felony offense of attempting to take a weapon
from an officer and was sentenced to 1 year, six months’
confinement in a state jail
facility and court costs.
Ronnie Luke Matthews,
34, was convicted of the
October 17, 2019 state jail

felony offense of possession
of a controlled substance less
than one gram and was sentenced to 1 year, six months’
confinement in a state jail
facility and court costs. Matthews was also convicted of
the October 17, 2019 third
degree felony offense of possession of a controlled substance less than four grams,
the October 17, 2019 third
degree felony offense of
evading arrest using a motor vehicle and the October
17, 2019 third degree felony
offense of possession of a
firearm by a felon and was
sentenced to five years’ confinement in a state jail facility and court costs on each
count.
Timario Andre Corneliou
Murphy, 38, was convicted
of the August 16, 2019 state
jail felony offense of credit
card or debit card abuse and
was sentenced to 1 year, six
months’ confinement in a
state jail facility and court
costs. Murphy was also convicted of the August 16,
2019 state jail felony offense
of theft of property with
two prior convictions and

was sentenced to 1 year, six
months’ confinement in a
state jail facility and court
costs.
Doss James Dutton, 28,
was convicted of the September 13, 2019 state jail
felony offense of criminal
mischief less than $30,000
and was sentenced to one
year confinement in a state
jail facility plus restitution
and court costs. Dutton was
also convicted of the April
10, 2020 third degree felony
offense of evading arrest using a motor vehicle. He was
sentenced to ten years’ confinement in a state jail facility and court costs. He was
also convicted of the April
10, 2020 state jail felony offense of possession of a controlled substance less than
one gram and was sentenced
to one year confinement in
a state jail facility plus restitution and court costs and
the April 10, 2020 second
degree felony offense of possession of a controlled substance less than 200 grams
and was sentenced 10 years’
confinement in a state jail
facility and court costs.

Cooke County Business
Receives USDA Grant
COOKE COUNTY – The
Trump Administration announced that the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $1 million to help agricultural producers in rural
Texas increase production of
value-added goods. Funding will come from USDA’s
Value-Added Producer Grant
Program (VAPG).
“These grants provide a
much-needed source of financing to help producers
increase the value of their
agricultural products and create jobs in their communities,” said State Director Edd
Hargett. “Under the leadership of President Trump and

Agriculture Secretary Perdue,
USDA has been working tirelessly to be a strong partner to
rural Texas in building stronger and healthier communities, because we know when
rural America thrives, all of
America thrives.”
Recipients can use VAPG
funding to develop new
product lines from raw agricultural products or promote
additional uses for established
products. Veterans, sociallydisadvantaged groups, beginning farmers and ranchers, operators of small- and
medium-sized family farms
and ranches, and farmer and
rancher cooperatives are given
priority.

Local business Circle N Ice
Cream, LLC in Cooke County will use a $90,319 grant to
process fluid milk into low
temperature pasteurized milk,
cream and ice cream. This
project will create 2 new jobs.
USDA Rural Development
provides loans and grants to
help expand economic opportunities and create jobs
in rural areas. This assistance
supports infrastructure improvements; business development; housing; community facilities such as schools,
public safety and health care;
and high-speed internet access in rural areas. For more
information, visit www.
rd.usda.gov.
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Opinions

Letter to the Editor...
Editor’s note – Letters
to the Editor reﬂect only
the opinion of the author
and not that of The Weekly
News of Cooke County.
Facts contained in Letters
to the Editor are claims of
the author only. The (...)
denotes areas that have
been edited.

To the Editor,
We would like to respond to an article published September 6, 2020
in the Gainesville Daily
Register, titled “Direct
from your Leaders a look
at hospital district’s state”
by Shane Lee, a member of
Gainesville Hospital Board
of Directors.
When you read his (Mr.
Lee’s) comments about
how well the hospital is
doing, he never mentions
the taxpayer is a partner in
this lease, and Gainesville
Hospital District (GHD)
doesn’t have access to the
board room without Community Hospital Corporation’s (CHC) permission.
He never mentions that in
May 2018 Mercy Hospital wanted to partner with
Gainesville Hospital District on a 50%/50% revenue split.
He never mentions that
CHC was one of the two
to present their proposal
to GHD. Mercy Hospital
was ready to present their
proposal but was denied
the opportunity to present
their presentation/proposal
by the board chair at that
time (Robbie Baugh).
He never mentions that
since CHC assumed the
Lease in December 2018,
to date they assumed
roughly $12 million in
our Accounts Receivable
account; that same month
the GHD loaned them $3
million and they accepted
$1.5 million of that loan
when they couldn’t make
payroll. That loan of $1.5
Million has not been paid
back.
He never mentions that
the taxpayers were railroaded into a nearly $40 Million dollar debt.
However, he (Mr. Lee)
mentions that the tax rate
has went down three cents
in two years.

He however doesn’t
mention that the property
values have gone up considerably and GHD has to
lower the tax rate or face a
tax rollback election.
He however mentions
that CHC is operating
NTMC in a financially
responsible way, then why
are we budgeting $300K
per month, $3.6 million
for the year for indigent
care when we spent a total
of $300K for last year?
He (Mr. Lee) never mentions when NTMC will
be a stand-alone hospital
without taxpayer support,
like it was in 2012 when
NTMC had $12 million in
Reserves and only a bond
debt service of $16 million.
He (Mr. Lee) is asking
you to get to know the candidates for November 3,
2020 election. We request
that you ask the candidates
how many board meetings
prior to COVID they have
attended and/or phone
conferences since COVID
that they have logged on
to. The answer is only one
non-incumbent candidate:
Eugene Mills has attended
all meetings for the last
three years (we have never
seen any of the other candidates seeking election to
the GHD board or heard
them log onto the phone
conference meetings that
were being held during
COVID).
Please consider voting
for three proven conservatives: Eugene Mills and the
two incumbents, Ken Arterbury and Jimmy Mosman.
Respectfully,
Ken Arterbury
Whitesboro
Jimmy Mosman
Gainesville

To the Editor,
We learn from the Bible,
“...by their fruits ye shall
know them” [Matt 7:1520]. The best indicator
of future behavior is past
behavior. This definitely
applies to our current elections. Watch what they
do, don’t listen to what
they promise.
The presidential elec-

tion comes down to what
legacy do we want to leave
for our children? They will
have to with our choices.
Trump will lead us to economic prosperity, original
constitutionalist nominees
for our judicial system, and
an opportunity for reducing the power of the Federal government in favor of
states.
He was right to leave the
decision to the governors
on how to handle the Covid-19 virus. They were better able to decide what is
most appropriate for their
state. I applaud President
Trump’s response to the
Chinese virus. The Democrat governors don’t want
to be held accountable for
their decisions so they pass
the buck to Trump to take
the blame.
Biden supports a powerful central Federal government, the violent racial division sponsored by
Black Lives Matter under
the guise of “social justice”,
and limiting free speech in
favor of government approved
Socialism/Communism thought. Nothing can be more clear to
me. Biden’s health probably won’t last the whole 4
years. Senator Harris will
be our president! Who
wants to live through the
Obama years again? I certainly don’t!
Additionally, I’ve been
watching most of the Senate subcommittee hearings for Amy Barrett’s appointment to the Supreme
Court. Is there any doubt
that if the situation were
reversed, the Democrats
would be supporting a favored nominee and the Republicans would be crying
“foul”? I have no doubts.
Of course they would!
Also while listening to
the proceedings, I learned
that for the past 70 or so
years all of the Supreme
Court justices have earned
their degrees from either
Harvard or Yale. Perhaps
the philosophy of those
law schools is the reason
we have had the overreaching decisions from the
Supreme Court these past
several decades. Judge Barrett is from Notre Dame.
It is time to have more diversity of perspective in the
Supreme Court. Time will
tell. We will have to live

with the outcome of this
election for many more decades to come.
All eligible citizens must
vote for his/her candidates.
I have.
Darlene Denton
Gainesville

To the Editor,
I have a deep concern
for our planet and all her
creatures. It is so critical
that the leaders all over this
world join together to address Climate Change. It
is more critical than this
virus that has ravaged us.
The future of our children
and grandchildren is in the
balance. For this reason I
am very clear how I will
vote in this years election.
Neither our President or
any national Republican
that I can name has a plan
to address this issue..
The world needs the
United States to provide
leadership in this arena. So,
I encourage all the readers
to seriously consider how
you vote this year, especially in the national election. The Democrats are
ready to address this problem and Joe Biden knows
how to relate in the international stage. Republicans
try to scare voters by saying
The Green New Deal will
be too extreme. Biden has
his own plan and it deals
seriously and hopefully
with how to address Climate Change. This is the
greatest moral and ethical
of this time on the planet.
Please take time to inform
yourself about the seriousness of Climate Change. In
this national election vote
for the candidate who will
provide the leadership that
is required.
Denny Hook
Gainesville

To the Editor,
This town (not a city) of
Gainesville (Hooterville),
continues to go downhill,
because of the leadership
here. This town quietly
opened up the new Fire

Station #3, costing virtually $1,000,000 over the
Contract Bid. It’s only one
(01) item on a list of wasting money & overpaying
for projects. The Farmer’s
Market, which is NOT a
true Farmer’s Market, only
sports a few Fast-Food
trucks.
A true Farmer’s Market
offers fresh produce as well
as other items. We won’t
ever see that again, ALL
because of the mayor &
City Manager. Gainesville
(Hooterville) was awarded
The Most Patriotic Town.
THAT IS A LAUGH.
When the mayor & city
council single handedly decided to remove the Confederate Statue in Leonard
Park, that was ONLY the
beginning of showing the
True Colors of this town’s
inept leadership. The mayor should have resigned
months ago, because of his
unprofessional behavior.
The mayor cursed at citizens at the SO-CALLED
Town Hall Meeting he
held, which was a joke,
as well as him using very
volatile behavior at council
meetings. This mayor has
run his course & needs to
step down. The mayor’s
attitude has been unacceptable through the last
several months.
The mayor succumbed
to Left Wing radicals &
Outside Influence, months
ago. Then he capped it
ALL off by agreeing to
force out a young fireman. When the Sunday
Protestors marched to the
new Fire Station, they were
smiling because the mayor
is their friend & ally in
their radical cause.
On another SORE subject here with citizens, is
WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE STREET REPAIRS
& UPGRADES?!
It
seems like all street repair
has been halted. We all
know the town has enough
money to spend on street
upgrades & repair ALL the
POTHOLES! Every street
in town has become unnavigable.
The state used asphalt on
Grand Avenue (FM 372),
& spent less than half
the amount that concrete
would have cost. Gainesville (Hooterville) should
do the same.
In addition, do some-

thing with these So-Called
Historic Brick streets.
Overlay them with asphalt,
just like the city did back
in the 1960’s. ALL these
Historic Brick Street Lovers would have a fit, IF
they knew how many brick
streets were overlaid with
SMOOTH asphalt.
The city manager paid
in excess of $400,000 to a
Consulting Firm to tell the
city leaders what needed to
be done. IF our leaders are
NOT intelligent enough to
figure out what needs to be
done with streets, drainage,
& sewage concerns, we do
not need them, & they
shouldn’t be here.
A town that has ONLY
gained 3,000 in population
in fifty (50) years doesn’t
need to spend ALL the
money that is being spent
on Fire Services.
BUT I suppose we must
make sure the city manager puts in his due time,
because he earns $720.00
a day, $180,000 a year,
NOT counting his many
allowances. He needs to
find another job. Both
the mayor & city manager
need to go, so this town
can get back to basics.
Let’s discuss the Firemen Lieutenant who was
FORCED to resign on
Friday, October 16, 2020.
ALL due to a Racist Text
Message.
Forcing this
young man out was uncalled for, & just another
chapter in the mayor, city
council, city manager, &
Fire Chief attempting to
“SAVE FACE!”
What ever happened
to
FREEDOM
OF
SPEECH?! IF it had involved a black fireman,
not an eyebrow would
have been raised, I guarantee you. The Fire Chief is
nothing but a YES MAN,
with NO backbone. A
true Fire Chief should stick
up for his employees.
Everyone makes mistakes, and forcing a dedicated employee out is unacceptable. Some minor
counseling would have
sufficed. I hope this young
man hires an Out of Town
attorney & takes this town
to the bank. The lawsuit
wouldn’t ever get to court.
Dean Smith
Gainesville

Mark Shields

2020 Campaign: Shortages of Wit and Wisdom

By Mark Shields
This bizarre presidential election year has suffered from
acute shortages of both wit
and wisdom, a fact that was
highlighted for me by the
passing of Roberta McCain,
the remarkable 108-year-old
mother of the Arizona senator and 2008 Republican
presidential nominee.
A few years back, when
public (dis)approval of the
U.S. Congress fell in national polls down to just
16% positive, Sen. John
McCain kidded that such
miserable numbers meant
that support for Congress
was down to “paid staffers

and blood relatives.” Barely
weeks later, Congress’ approval number fell further
to just 10%, prompting McCain to report that he had
received a stern call from his
mother giving him an earful
of her own untender feelings
about Congress: “I can now
report that we’re down to
paid staff.”
When Texas Sen. Ted
Cruz, as a presidential candidate, accurately cited his
bipartisan
unpopularity
among his Senate colleagues
as a credential for promotion, then-Vice President
Joe Biden praised Cruz for
serving as “an inspiration to
every kid in America who
worries that he’ll never be
able to run for president because nobody likes him.”
Where else but in the
heat and passion of a political campaign can you learn
such pearls of wisdom as
this: “There will invariably
and inevitably be one person on your side in the campaign you wish devoutly was
on the other side” or, “Never
accept (even if it’s legal) an
envelope containing an al-

leged contribution in the
form of four $100 bills.”
Why? Quite simply, because
in the annals of American
politics, no one has ever
made a contribution of
$400; quite simply, the person giving you the envelope
has deducted either $100 or
$600 from the original donor’s gift.
Winning politics is always about addition, not
subtraction. The winning
campaign or the growing
party is busy seeking out
and welcoming “converts”
to its ranks. In contrast, losing campaigns and shrinking political movements
spend valuable time, energy and good will hunting
down “heretics” -- those
who have dared to deviate
from party dogma or orthodoxy -- and then banishing them to a ZIP code
in the Outer Darkness.
Biden has been faulted by
purists on the left for being too chummy, forgiving
and cordial with apostates.
But it would seem, at this
point, that the smallest,
most exclusive 2020 caucus

would be, if there is such
a creation, Democrats for
Donald Trump.
We, sadly, do not have
in this gray campaign year
anyone as wise and witty as
Morris K. “Mo” Udall, the
gifted Arizona congressman
and presidential candidate.
It was Udall who explained
that “the only known cure
for the presidential virus is
embalming fluid.”

Mo also deserves credit for
shining a light on the timeless insights of his fellow
Arizonan U.S. Sen. Henry
Fountain Ashurst, who gave
us the definition on how to
handle political defeat: “The
welfare of the United States
and the happiness of our
people does not hang on the
presence of Henry Fountain
Ashurst in the Senate. When
that realization first came to

me, I was overwhelmed by
the horror of it, but now it is
a source of infinite comfort.”
That, my friends, is wisdom.
To find out more about
Mark Shields and read his
past columns, visit the Creators Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT
2020
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Obituaries
(Continued from Page 3)
Tyler Vohn Bevan
Services
Tyler Vohn Bevan, 19,
of Whitesboro passed away
on October 9th, 2020 in
Holbrook, Arizona. Visitation will be Thursday,
October15th, 2020 from
4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at
the Meador Funeral Home
Chapel in Whitesboro with
the service starting at 6:00
PM with Pastor Chet Burgess officiating.
History
Tyler was born on February 22, 2001 to Yance
and Alicia Bevan in Decatur, TX. Tyler was a graduate of Whitesboro High
School. He loved to travel,
he always was going on an
adventure and loved riding
his motorcycle. Tyler was
the one who always wanted
to learn things and be able

to do things for himself. His
main purpose in life was his
daughter April. He loved her
very much and was always
playing and spending time
with her.
Survivors
He is survived by his
mother Alicia Bevan and
boyfriend Kirk Lemons of
Whitesboro, TX; father
Yance Bevan and stepmother Misty Bevan of
Gordonville, TX; daughter
April Bevan of Fort Worth,
TX; brothers Colby Bevan
and girlfriend Payton Dill of
Muenster, TX, Zack Bevan
of Whitesboro, TX, Bently
Bevan of Ohio; step-brothers Braydon Hart and Dalton Hart of Sherman, TX;
sister Mazy Bevan of Gordonville, TX; nephew Landon Bevan of Muenster, TX;
uncles Jeremy Flowers and
fiancé Katy Shipman of Decatur, TX, Steve Hammonds
of Plano, TX and Stacy Sullens of Denton, TX; aunt

Tammy Sullens of Decatur,
TX; grandparents Carol Sullens of Decatur, TX, Pauline
Bevan of Gordonville, TX.
He is also survived by numerous cousins and friends.
Tyler is preceded in death
by his grandparents Jimmy
Flowers, Dennis Sullens and
Sonny Bevan.
Honorary Pallbearers are
Zack Bevan, Colby Bevan,
Reece Palmer, Jordan Palmer, Rustin Reedy and Jake
Ferguson.
In support of our local,
state, and federal government including CDC directives and to protect the
physical health, safety and
well-being of our community, social distancing and
the wearing of masks while
attending the funeral services and visitation will be
observed.
To sign the online registry,
please go to www.meadorfuneral.com.

Possible COVID-19
Risk from Era Lodge
GAINESVILLE – The Era
Masonic Lodge has been
notified that a participant
in the North Texas Fun
Shoot has tested positive
for COVID-19. The event,
hosted by the organization
to benefit CASA of North
Texas, was held on Saturday, October 10, 2020, at
Fossil Pointe Sporting Cen-

ter in Decatur. The participant was asymptomatic at
the time of the Shoot, but
developed symptoms the
following day and tested
positive on Monday, October 12.
Both organizations have
been in contact with authorities. All persons with whom
the participant was within 6

feet or less for a total of 15
minutes at the event are being contacted to the best of
organizational abilities.
Out of an abundance of
caution, all who attended
the event are encouraged to
contact their healthcare provider or visit the CDC COVID 19 website for more
information.

Missing
Something?
For only $39/year you can
receive the best news coverage
in Cooke County at home!
Offering subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272
Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238
Lindsay - 76250 • Myra - 76253

Classifieds
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.
Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Animal Adoption
Robin is a spunky girl and
one of our many puppies
we have here at the shelter right now. She loves
being around people and
just wants to play and have
a good time. She would
make for a great family
dog for an active family
that loves playing. Take
her outside to watch her
bounce and run around
like the adorable puppy
she is. She has been here
longer than most of the
dogs we have right now
so she is hoping she can find her forever home soon.
If you think Robin could be the perfect match for you
then call Noah’s Ark at (940)665-9800 to make your
appointment to meet her. We are open Monday-Saturday 11-5, closed Thursday and Sunday. We hope to see
you soon!

Animal
Lost

For Sale
Equipment for Sale - New
Holland and Chase New
Farm and Construction
Equipment. And Used
Equipment.
Financing
available. Milford Fortenderry 940-736-9999.
10/28

PLEASE HELP
Max is Missing
Reward Offered
Any Information,
Call 940-600-8903

Animals
Found
Remember: The Weekly
News of Cooke County
runs all found animal
classified word ads for
FREE in an attempt to
help the owner in locating
their lost family pet. Just
give us a call to find out
more, 940-665-2320.

Classified Ads for
as low as $7.50
per week.

Garage
Sales
220 CR 211 Woodbine.
Sat. & Sun. 8 AM-4 PM.
A little bit of everything.

10/21

Home/Storage
Unit Sale
6395 FM 902,
Sat. Oct. 24

Starting at 8:00AM.

Office and Home
furniture, piano,
bicycles, teacher supplies, antiques, baby
clothes, much more.
ANTIQUES
AND
MORE! - Sat. 24 7:30
AM till sold. Hays House
Museum . 1301 E. Pecan
Gainesville (Corner of
Clement & Pecan). Please
wear mask. Great prices.
Beautiful wicker, stained
glass, art, new 16 inch
saddle, western rugs, lots
more!

10/21

Estate Sale

2920 FM 922
Forestburg 76239
October 22 & 23
9am-5pm
October 24 9am-4pm
See durhamestatesales.net for pictures
and information.

940.665.2320

Want to
Buy
Want to buy a girls 24
inch bicycle with peddle
brakes. Call 903-5645268.
10/07

Don’t just hang signs for
your Garage, Moving or
Estate Sale, show it to
the entire county! Advertise them in The Weekly
News of Cooke County
for as little as $7.50 per
week. Just give us a call
at 940.665.2320 or visit our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

The Weekly News

Wishes
Everyone a
very Happy
and Safe
Halloween!

Crossword Puzzle Answers

The Weekly News
of Cooke County

216 W. Pecan St. • Gainesville, Texas
Phone: 940.665.2320 • Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
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Classifieds

Classified deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.
Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Sales.Team@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted - Dishwasher, cook, bus tables.
Apply in person at Los
Mariachis, Gainesville,
319 North Commerce
Street.

Legal Notices

Part time Stocker/Clerk
needed on Weekends. Apply at Handy Foods Shell,
410 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville.

10/14

10/28

Now Hiring Equipment
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local
Construction Company.
Competitive Pay. Good
Hours. 940-736-4763 or
email ghbackhoe@ntin.
net.
07/15

PARKER ELECTRIC
Office assistant
needed. Multitasker
with Quickbooks &
computer knowledge
a plus. Bring resume
to 112 S Rusk or call
940-665-2721 for
an application.

The Weekly
News
We are your
best buy!
Catfish Louie’s is now hiring Host/Cashier, Cooks
and Dishwashers/Busers.
Apply in person to 1825
E. Hwy 82, Gainesville,
TX 76240.

10/14

Landscape
company hiring, please call
Mike 940.665.1545 or
214.546.0140.

10/21

Caregivers needed!!! Local hearts is a non-medical home care business servicing Cooke, Grayson,
Denton and Montague Counties. They provide assistance with transportation, medication reminders, grooming, housekeeping and pre/post-op care.
Must be 18 or older, have some experience with
helping seniors and providing non-medical home
care. Shifts may vary depending on patients needs.
Call 940-736-0496 or email localhearts2019@
gmail.com.
09/30

Now Hiring Un-Licensed Personnel for
Nurse Aid Training Program In Need of
Double Weekend Cook/C.N.A.
Inquire by phone.

1900 E California St | Gainesville TX 76240
469-240-1065
The Cooke County Appraisal District is Now Hiring
for the Following Position:
COLLECTIONS CLERK
QUALIFICATIONS: High School Degree or GED;
Computer Skills; 10-key knowledge; Cash Drawer
experience. Must have strong customer service skills,
excellent phone etiquette, enjoy working with the
public and be able to handle multiple tasks.
Apply in person at the:
Cooke County Appraisal District
201 North Dixon
Gainesville, TX 76240
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with Occupations Code Title 14 - Regulation of Motor Vehicles and Transportation, Section
2302.152, the following vehicle is stored at Bob Lemons Towing Vehicle Storage Facility, located at 421 N
Interstate 35 Gainesville, Texas (940) 284-6050Vehicle
Storage Facility #0000322VSF
MAKE: 1964 Chevrolet
Identifying Info: VIN#41869R128692
Charges (as of publication date) $567.25

IN THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM C. BLUS PR17870
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
To all persons interested in the Estate of WILLIAM
C. BLUS:
On 10/07/2020, JOYCE CLARE filed a APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP & FOR LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION in
Cause No. PR 17870 in the County Court at Law of
Cooke County, Texas.

MAKE: 1964 Chevrolet
Identifying Info: VIN#41839R107286
Charges (as of publication date) $697.25
MAKE: 1991 Mercury
Identifying Info: VIN#2MECM75FOMX677269
Charges (as of publication date) $550.45

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF COOKE
COUNTY COURT AT LAW

10/21

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearing on TYJ Realty’s request for a specific use permit for construction of a
60’x100’ commercial metal building for office/warehouse use at existing Willowbend RV Park located
at 11921 S I35, Valley View, located in Precinct 2 of
Cooke County, Texas.
A public hearing will be held by and before the
Cooke County Commissioners Court at 10:00 A.M. on
Monday the 14th day of November, 2020 in the Commissioners Courtroom, located on the First Floor of the
Cooke County Courthouse. All interested persons are
given the right to appear and be heard on the following matter placed on the Commissioners Court Meeting
Agenda.
It is the purpose of the Commissioners Court to deliberate and consider possible action regarding the requested specific use permit.
Witness the hand and official seal of said Court on
October 14, 2020.
Jason Brinkley
Cooke County Judge

Said APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP
& FOR LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION may be heard and acted upon by said court
after 10 o’clock a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration on ten days from the date of publication if
this citation.
All persons interested in said estate are hearby cited
to appear before said court by filing a written answer
contesting said should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of office in Cooke
County, Texas, this 7th day of October, 2020.
Pam Harrison, County Clerk
Cooke County Court at Law
Cooke County Courthouse
101 S. Dixon St. Rm 109
Gainesville, TX 76240

10/21

The Weekly News
Covering the Entire County

10/21

NO. PR 17867
IN THE ESTATE OF JOHN MONROE KING,
DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE
COUNTY, TEXAS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Of Temporary Administration for the Estate of John Monroe
King, Deceased, were issued on October 14, 2020, in
Cause No. PR17867, pending in the County Court at
Law of Cooke County, Texas, to: Linda Carol Hardy.
All persons having claims against this Estate which
is currently being administered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Linda Carol Hardy
Robertson & Moss Attorneys, LLP
Jim A. Robertson
State Bar No.: 17063500
104 West Main Street
Gainesville, Texas 76240
Telephone: (940) 665-5697
Facsimile: (940) 665-5698
E-mail: jim.robertson@robertsonmoss.com
DATED the 14th day of October, 2020.

10/21

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs.
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low,
flat rate price to help you fulfil your legal obligations.
Give us a call to find out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

No. PR 17799
IN THE ESTATE OF JULIA ANN SMITH,
DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE
COUNTY, TEXAS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of JULIA ANN SMITH, Deceased, were issued on September 21, 2020, in Cause
No. PR17799, in the County Court at Law of Cooke
County, Texas, to: MARLON RAY AVANTYR.
All persons having claims against this Estate which
is currently being administered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.
c/o: LISA C. BENNETT
Attorney at Law
Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
100 East Broadway
Gainesville, Texas 76240
DATED the 7th day of October, 2020.
ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
By: LISA C. BENNETT
Attorney for Independent Executor
State Bar No.: 00787070
100 East Broadway
Gainesville, Texas 76240
Telephone: (940) 668-2600
Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
Email: lisa.bennett@abdhlaw.com
10/21

Find it HERE
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Home • Auto • Commercial
216 W. Pecan St. | Gainesville, TX 76240
Grice@KingGroup.us
Of¿ce 940.612.1300 | Fax 940.665.2162

Compare multiple companies
with 1 phone call!
Give us a call and let us
save you some money.
• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters
• RV

• Motorcycle
• ATV / Golf Cart
• Landlord
• Contractors

• Business Liability
• Classic Car
• Aircraft
• Workers Comp

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
Fax: 940.665.2162
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Classified deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.
Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Sales.Team@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.
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Classifieds

Services
Ms. Kitty’s

will be open Saturdays
10 AM-5 PM

STOREWIDE
CLEARANCE
Everything must go!

5480 E. HWY 82
Gainesville
580-768-4201

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR
806-778-8516
Formica Countertops
Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services
Free Estimates
References
Gainesville Resident

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged
Funeral Plans
Regardless of When
and Where it Was
Purchased.

George J. Carroll
and Son
602 S. Lindsay
940-665-3455

*M\\MZ;MZ^QKM

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates

940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939
Handy Man Service

Electricial Work, Tree Service,
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks.
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

5MT^QVAW[\MV
)<>+aKTM;MZ^QKM

*M\\MZ8ZQKM

+:5]MV[\MZ

• Sod Prep & Install • Landscape Design & Construction
• Tree Installation • Drainage, Including French Drain
• Retaining Walls • Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

940.665.1545

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

Adams Handy Hands
940-372-0600

Professional Handyman
& Remodeling Services
Guaranteed Work
References

940-372-1388

Cooke County Quality
Home Improvments
Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.
Call Today!

940-668-0678
Lic#39398

;<1045I[\MZ?ZMVKP+MZ\QÅML

;MZ^QKQVO
)<>¼[4I_V-Y]QUXUMV\
;UITT-VOQVM:MXIQZ
<ZIQTMZ;MZ^QKM
.ZMM-[\QUI\M[
8PWVM! !!
8QKS=X,MTQ^MZa)^IQTIJTM

Colts Mini Storage
Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!

Units For Rent

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC

• Desktop / Laptop Repair
• Network Support
• Virus Removal
• PC Sales

Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding
Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

940-627-6362

Come in and Check out our

New Above Ground
Pool Display

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Over 30 years experience

Bryan Kammerdiener
940-736-1732

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993
SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS

Corporate IT Services

903-647-8031

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured

Local: 940-580-2245

Underground Electric & Water

www.JerRatt.com

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.
Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF

940-443-4577

Real Estate
Apartments For Rent
Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms
940-665-2886
The Weekly News offers classified ads for as low as
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320.

Professional Of¿ce Space

Law Enforcement &
Military Discounts

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control
Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce 940-665-3004

IT-5078

brucespropertyservices.com

LI-21040
Jeff Serna

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classified ads
for $7.50 per week! Just give us a call, 940.665.2320.

3500 sq. ft. + - of of¿ce space close to downtown Gainesville, directly off California. This
space includes private entrance with lobby
with ADA public restrooms, separate reception area, 11 private of¿ces, IT area, kitchen/
breakroom, conference room and ADA private
restroom. For information and appointment
contact Jerry Henderson at 940-665-1747.

FOR RENT:
Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 different locations with available rentals.
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek
Village are for persons at least 62 years
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit
are based on your income. Stop by 715
E. California to pickup application or go
online at www.gainesvilletxhousingauthority.com, for more information please call 940-665-1747

Office
For Rent
Gainesville office
for lease. 775 sqft.
Just remodeled.
(Reception area,
large private office/kitchenette)
$695/mo. $600 dep.
Water, sewer, and
trash included.
940-736-1966.

Home • Auto
Commercial
Liabilities
RV • Boat
Motorcycles

King
INSURANCE GROUP

940.612.1300
Classified Ads for
as low as $7.50 per
week.
940.665.2320

House
For Rent

FOR
RENT

1710 Buck
1806 N Culberson
Shady Glen Apts.
Lynwood Apts.
Shadowood
Townhomes
123 N Oak –
Muenster
Aspen Apts –
Sanger
For Leasing Info
Please Call:
Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940255-6884. Monthly Rate
$350 plus electric. 2222
County Road 147. (RV
Rental / Storage Available).
02/26
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County School Administrators
Discuss COVID-19, Practices
to Prevent Spread of the Disease
(Continued from Page 1)
“However, last week we
received notification that
we had a staff member become our first confirmed
active case within the district,” Era Superintendent
Dr. Jeremy Thompson
said. “As a result, our public
health team worked closely
with the Cooke County
Emergency Management
team to immediately conduct contact tracing and
ultimately require a number of other individuals
(including some students)
to quarantine from school
due to being determined to
be close contacts.”
He said all school facilities are thoroughly cleaned
and disinfected daily with
a focus on “high traffic or
affected areas.”
The district also closely
monitors all staff and students “to help prevent a
greater outbreak of infection within our district.”
“Our staff and students
have done a great job following our safety protocols, which we believe has
helped us to keep illness
in general, and specifically
COVID infection, to a relative minimum,” he said.
“All Era students continue
to have the option to access virtual learning if they
or their parents so choose,
and all quarantined students have access to remote
instruction during the
entirety of their absence
from school if they are well
enough to participate.”
Muenster ISD Superintendent Steven Self reported that a total of three
students and two staff
members have tested COVID-19 positive.
“We are taking the wearing of masks seriously and
believe, as does the CDC,
that is the number 1 strategy to control COVID,”
he said. “We are attempting to social distance, but
with 98 percent [plus] of
students in ‘on campus’
instruction, that has been
difficult. EFI, our custodial contractor is sanitizing
each evening and after a
positive case, they are deep
cleaning the areas of contact with the positive cases.
We feel very fortunate at
this time. We realize things
can change quickly.”
Five Callisburg ISD students have tested positive
for COVID-19, Callisburg
ISD Superintendent Don
Metzler said. He added
so far, no staff have tested

positive.
“We have been fairly
lucky so far,” Metzler said.
He said preventive measures include requiring
all staff members to wear
facemasks or face shields
when inside buildings and
around others, and all
students 10 years or older
must wear a facemask or
face shield when in the
building.
“Students younger than
10 years old are encouraged
to wear a facemask or face
shield when riding school
buses to and from home,”
he said. “All students use
hand sanitizer when entering the bus. Siblings may
sit together on the bus
and all others are required
to social distance to the
best of their ability. This
is working because more
parents are transporting
their children to and from
school.”
He also said buses are
sanitized after every run
with Vital Oxide using an
electrostatic misting device. Other areas including classrooms, restrooms,
athletic facility, agriculture
facilities, school offices,
cafeteria areas are sanitized.
“Restrooms and cafeteria
are being sanitized more
often,” he said.
The district also has hand
sanitizing stations at all
main entrances, throughout buildings and outside
restrooms. The HVAC system has been upgraded to
include a hospital grade air
filter, Metzler noted.
Like other districts, Callisburg has curtailed the
use of its water fountains.
“We have water bottle
fillers on back order and
hope to receive them in
November to be installed
throughout our campus
buildings,” he said. He
also said students and staff
members must pre-screen
prior to entering building
and must wear a mask or
face shield.
As for sporting events,
the district has decreased
the number of fans who
may attend events by 50
percent and has designated
seating for spectators.
“To date, the employees
and students of Callisburg
ISD have cooperated very
nicely,” Metzler said. “We
do have a few students
who have medical conditions that prevent them
from wearing a face mask.
However, several are wearing face shields. I am very
proud of how well every-

one is working with us to
provide as safe a school
experience as possible in
these conditions.”
Like some other Cooke
County school districts
CISD has a COVID-19
tracker on its website, he
added. “It is updated the
afternoon of the first day
of school each week.”
During its eighth week of
classes at Valley View ISD,
Superintendent William
Stokes said three students
who were participating in
face-to-face
instruction
and one staff member have
tested positive for COVID-19.
“We have had a total
of 49 students and 6 staff
members that have been
required to quarantine,” he
said. “At present two of the
student cases are active.”
“Our school is requiring the use of masks for
all staff members and for
all students in grades 5-12.
Elementary students are
required to wear masks
anytime they are moving
around or in close proximity to one another,” Stokes
said. “We have employed
several teachers to help us
be able to keep class sizes
low and provide adequate
room for social distancing.”
Valley View High School
has been utilizing a 40 percent hybrid model, Stokes
said.
“Only about half our
student population was
present at any one time,”
he said. “This week we
started having all high
school students attend
face-to-face classes, except
those that have opted for
on-line only.”
“We are still allowing
on-line only instruction
and have between 10 percent and 15 percent of our
students opting for that
model, he said. “We are
continuously monitoring
our delivery methods and
staff/student health issues
and will make adjustments
as required.
Walnut Bend ISD has
faired well during the pandemic,
Superintendent/
Principal Troy Humphrey
said.
“We haven’t had any students or staff diagnosed for
COVID,” he said, adding
“We did have a parent of
a couple of our kids test
positive and the kids were
quarantined at home.”
The district only has two
distance-learners, both of
whom are from the same

family, he said.
“Everyone else is back in
school for face to face instruction,” he said. “All of
our students and staff are
doing a great job of following established protocols and adjusted well to
changes in the past school
routines. Grades Pre-K
through 2 wear face shields
and eat in the cafeteria with
social distancing. Grades
3-8 wear face coverings all
day and eat in their classrooms.”
The district has also disabled water fountains and
provides water and cups or
bottles for students.
“We also installed two
bottle filling machines to
make sure [students are]
hydrated throughout the
day. We hired a fulltime
school nurse this past
spring and she’s done a
great job assessing students
and staff as they enter the
building and is the tip of
our COVID prevention
spear.”
Lindsay ISD has had six
staff members, so far, but
no students test positive
for COVID-19, LISD Superintendent Trevor Rogers said.
“We have followed TEA’s
guidelines for each case to
determine if the tested individual had been in close
contact with anyone else,”
he said. “We have followed
guidelines in regards to
work schedules and when
people can return etc.”
Rogers said only about
three percent of LISD students are participating in
virtual instruction.
“At this time, since our
numbers have remained
low, we plan to continue to
offer virtual learning,” he
said. “Like other schools,
we have systems in place
to try to prevent the virus
from being in the school.
Fortunately, even though
we have had a few staff
cases, we have been able to
operate pretty close to normal.”
Superintendent
Lisa
Slaughter of Sivells Bend
ISD noted her district has
reported no cases of COVID-19.

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

940-668-7500

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com
Glasses
Eye Exams
Contacts

Commercial & Residential

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured
Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully
Insured • Serving Cooke County and
Surrounding Areas

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

Marriage License
Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY – The
following applications for
marriage were received by
the Cooke County Clerk’s
Office.
Hien Thanh Nguyen,
31, Gainesville and Elsyee
Yuna Gwon, 31, Gainesville.
Christopher Bernal, 31,

Fairfax, Virginia and Victoria Christina Vinson, 29,
Fairfax.
Nathan Wayne Carter,
23, Whitesboro and Bailey
Jo Gonzales, 23, Whitesboro.
Robert James Akins, 56,
Callisburg and Angelia Lee
Lindenborn, 52, Callis-

burg.
Kaleb Tate Gleeson, 27,
Whitesboro and MacKenzie Lee Rohrbough, 26,
Whitesboro.
Shawn James Vincent,
26, Gainesville and Ashley Nicole Johnson, 32,
Gainesville.

PLAN YOUR
FINANCIAL
FUTURE

With your whole life ahead of you, retirement day may be the furthest
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out plan… and sticking to it. We can show you how to have the kind of
retirement you deserve.

Muenster State Bank

201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900

